Guide to Muktzah on Shabbos

Edited and approved by Rav Moshe Heinemann
There are Halachic restrictions concerning moving certain objects on Shabbos. These objects have a status of “Muktzah”.
The focus of this guide is to clarify which objects are Muktzah and whether and how they may be moved. Unless otherwise stated, we are referring to moving them in the usual manner, by hand.

I. Categories of Muktzah (A through E)

	Categories of Muktzah(א) 
	Examples

	A. Objects  (ב)that do not have an inherent use (ג) or utensils which are not fit for use in their present form(ד) 

	Stones, dirt, twigs(ג) , nut shells(ה) , foodstuffs unfit for consumption in their present form(ד) , e.g., flour, raw potatoes or utensils that broke on or before Shabbos and do not have a use(ו) , e.g., a knife whose blade broke off from its handle

	B. Objects  (ז)that a person  (ח)refrains from handling, except for their specific uses, for fear that they may become damaged  (ט)(They may be inexpensive items.)
	Valuable paintings, fragile appliances, fragile tools, e.g., a Mohel’s knife, a passport, contracts(ט,י) 


Objects in Category A and B are not Muktzah if they are designated for use before Shabbos, e.g., a stone designated as a doorstop. Consult a Rav to determine whether they need to be permanently designated for that use or if it suffices to designate it for use on just one Shabbos(יא) .
	C. Utensils  (יב)whose usual use  (יג)is prohibited on Shabbos (and are not included in category B)
	A hammer (used to build) and a pencil (used to write)


Utensils in Category C have a leniency in the laws of Muktzah as compared to objects in categories A and B. These may be moved for one of two reasons (יד) : 1) if needed for a permitted function, e.g., a hammer to break open a coconut, or 2) if one needs the space they occupy, e.g., a pencil may be moved to position another item in its place. Additional utensils in this category include sewing and knitting needles, rulers, pens, calculators and staplers. Items in this category may not be moved to prevent them from getting ruined, stolen(יד)  or because its presence disturbs one’s Oneg Shabbos(טז) . The Muktzah item need not be placed down immediately after use; it may be placed wherever he wants. 
	D. A non-Muktzah item  (יז)used to support Muktzah, assumes the same Halachic status as that Muktzah(יח) , if all of the following four conditions apply.
	A dish with money placed in it


1. The Muktzah was placed on the item deliberately(יט) .

2. The Muktzah was placed on the item by the owner of the non-Muktzah item or by someone else as long as it is self-evident that the owner would approve of the action(יט) .
3. The Muktzah was placed on the item before Shabbos began with no intention of removing it (in a permitted way) before or on Shabbos(יט) . 

4. The Muktzah is at least as important as any other non-Muktzah item or combined items that may be on that non-Muktzah item(כ) .
A classic example of this is one who, prior to Shabbos, puts money in a dish. The money is put there 1) deliberately 2) by the owner 3) with no intention of removing it before or on Shabbos, and 4) there is no other non-Muktzah item of more importance in the dish. Consequently, the dish becomes Muktzah. In contrast, a bowl full of candies which has a small amount of money in it, would not be Muktzah if the candies are more important than the money.
For the purposes of this Halacha:

A. The supporting non-Muktzah item remains Muktzah even if the Muktzah is removed from it on Shabbos, e.g., a child removed it or it got knocked off(טז) .
B. Muktzah placed in a patch-pocket, which is a cloth sewn onto a garment in a way that the garment itself makes up one wall of the pocket, e.g. a shirt pocket, is another example of a non-Muktzah item (the shirt) used to support Muktzah(כא) . However, placing Muktzah in a pants pocket where none of the walls of the pocket are part of the walls of the pants, would not make the pants Muktzah. Therefore, one may move the pants. (See section II D.)
	E. Objects designated for a Mitzvah generally have varying degrees of Muktzah restriction. However these Halachos are beyond the scope of this guide.
	Lulavim(כב) , Aravos(כג) , Hadassim(כג) , Shofar(כד) , Tefillin(כד)  or Succah decorations(כה) 


II. General Muktzah Halachos

A. Muktzah may not be moved in the usual manner, i.e., by hand. According to most Halachic authorities, Muktzah may be moved for any reason (even to prevent it from getting ruined) with any other part of the body(כו) .

B. One is permitted to touch Muktzah, provided the Muktzah will not move when it is touched(כז) .

C. One may move Muktzah with a non-Muktzah item, when the purpose of the move is for a permitted purpose(כו) , e.g., one may remove food debris (Muktzah) from the table with a knife(כח)  (permitted item), when the intention is to have a clean table (permitted purpose). However, one may not move a wallet (Muktzah) with a knife (permitted item) to prevent the wallet from being stolen (for the benefit of the Muktzah).
D. If one wants to use a non-Muktzah item and there is Muktzah on it, and it is not a case included in section I D, he should try to knock the Muktzah off by shaking the non-Muktzah item. If one cannot shake off the Muktzah in that area or does not want the Muktzah to fall off in that area, one should move them to another area and then shake off the Muktzah(יט) .
E. Any dangerous objects that may cause injury, e.g., shards of glass on the living room floor, may be handled and discarded in whatever manner necessary(ה) .

F. Anything repulsive, e.g., a dead animal, excrement, etc. which is in a living area that one frequents on Shabbos, may be handled and discarded in whatever manner necessary(כט) .

G. Objects that are Muktzah at the onset of Shabbos retain their Muktzah status even if the cause of their Muktzah status is eliminated(כא) , e.g., fruits or vegetables attached to the ground at the onset of Shabbos retain their Muktzah status even if they become detached on Shabbos(ל) . However, if eliminating an object’s Muktzah status is in one’s control, then the object will not remain Muktzah even though it is Muktzah at the onset of Shabbos. For example, wet laundry (Muktzah) placed in a dryer before Shabbos is not Muktzah once the dry cycle ends on Shabbos(לא)  (assuming the laundry is usable). However, wet laundry placed on an outside clothesline before Shabbos remains Muktzah on Shabbos even after they dry.
H. These laws of Muktzah apply also to Yom Kippur. However, for Yom Tov there are certain differences(לב) . 
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(א) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח פתיחה למשנה ברורה  (ב) מוקצה מחמת גופו  (ג) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח סע' ז  
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(ח) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח למשנה ברורה ס"ק ו (ט) כנ"ל סע' א  (י) שש"כ פרק כ סע' יט  (יא) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח סע' כב
(יב) כלי שמלאכתו לאיסר (יג) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח סע' מ"ב ס"ק כ  (יד)  כנ"ל סע' ג  (טו) שש"כ פרק כ סע' י
(טז) שו"ע או"ח ס' שח מ"ב ס"ק יג (יז) בסיס לדבר האסור  (יח) שו"ע או"ח ס' שי ערוך השולחן ס"ק ט (יט) כנ"ל ס' שט  סע' ד
(כ) כנ"ל ס' שי מ"ב ס"ק לג (כא) כנ"ל סע' ז (כב) כנ"ל ס' תרנח מ"ב סע' ב  (כג) כנ"ל מ"ב ס"ק ג  (כד) כנ"ל ס' שח סע' ד
(כה) כנ"ל ס' תרלח סע' ב (כו) כנ"ל ס' שיא סע' ח (כז) כנ"ל ס' שח סע' ג  (כח) כנ"ל מ"ב ס"ק קטו (כט) כנ"ל סע' לד
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