Guide to Honoring Parents   
Edited and Approved by Rav Moshe Heinemann 

The Halachos in this guide apply to both sons and daughters. 

In this guide, “child” includes adults and children from the age of Chinuch and older.
1. General Approach to the Mitzvah
              The Mitzvah of honoring a parent is a most fundamental Mitzvah.  The Torah equates honoring a parent with honoring G-d and

       fearing G-d (א).  A child should act as if his parent is one of the great and respected people in the world, even if others consider
       his parent ordinary (ב).
2. Honoring a Parent Through Deeds

a. Sons and daughters have the same Mitzvah of honoring a parent. However, a husband has the authority to prohibit his wife from providing or arranging for the care of her parent if that may interfere with her obligations to him (ג).  If providing or arranging for care would not interfere with her spousal obligations, but would affect Shalom Bayis, they should consult a Rav.

b. One should perform all tasks for his parent respectfully and pleasantly (ד). 
c. A child should greet his parent when the parent arrives at the child’s home. The child should welcome the parent when he enters and escort him when he leaves. He should treat his parent as a welcome and honored guest. 

d. A child stands for his parent the first time he sees him during the day and the first time he sees him at night. A child should stand erect and remain standing until either his parent leaves, sits down, or remains in a place. Suppose, however, there is someone present who did not see the child stand up yet for that parent during that day or night period. Then the child should stand again when his parent enters the room (ה).

e. The child should stand only when he sees his parent in the same area. However, if the child is on one floor of a building, and he sees his parent on another floor (balcony, stairwell, etc.), he does not have to stand up. Likewise, if a child is sitting on an enclosed porch, and he sees his parent walking by on the street, he need not stand up (ה). Presently, many parents do not insist that their children stand up for them. However, rabbinic authorities suggest that a parent should educate his child about the authority of and respect due a parent, by requiring that his child stand for him.
f. A child should stand for his parent even while the child is learning Torah (ו) or Davening. 

g. If a parent cannot feed, clothe or fulfill his own basic needs, his child should provide that care. If the child does not provide that care personally, he should make arrangements, and even hire someone if necessary (ד). 

h. If a parent lacks funds to purchase food, clothing or other basic needs, his child should use his own money to purchase them. If the child lacks the discretionary funds to pay for the parent’s basic needs, he may use his own Maos Maaser (tithe money). If the parent has adequate funds, he may use the parent’s money with the parent’s permission. If the parent does not give permission, the child need not spend his own money to purchase the basic needs.(ז) 

i. Suppose a mother requests that her child bring her a glass of water, but before the child starts the task, the father asks the child to bring slippers. The child should postpone obtaining the water for his mother until he fulfills his father’s request. The reason for this is that his mother should also respect her husband, his father. However, once he has begun one of the tasks, he should finish that task before attending to the other request (ח). Therefore, if one’s divorced parents simultaneously request assistance, their child may choose whose request he will fulfill first. 

j. A child should not sit in the location that is known as his parent’s place or stand in the location where his parent is known to stand (ט) .

k. A child should not wake his parent even in order to transact business. However, if the parent would be upset if the transaction were not completed, then the child should wake the parent (י). However, it is preferable that someone other than the child wakes the parent (יא). 

l. A child should not do anything that implies what his parent says is unimportant. Suppose a parent says, “I don’t want you to wear that suit.” Unless the child has a good reason why he should wear the suit, he should not wear it, even if the parent would not discover that he did. (If the parent is senile, the child need not obey his parent in a situation such as this one. However, a parent’s senility does not remove other Kibud Av V’Em responsibilities.) 

m. A child should not inflict physical pain to or cause blood to flow from his parent (יב). A healthcare professional should consult a Rav before treating his parent. 
n. A child must not obey his parent if the parent tells him to do an Aveira or not to fulfill a Mitzvah, whether D’Oraisa or D’Rabonnon (יג). A child should consult a Rav if his parent asks him to violate a Minhag (custom).

3. Honoring Parents Through Speech
a. A child may neither interrupt, nor rush to speak before his parent speaks, except in emergency situations or circumstances where the parent would not mind.

b. A child should be careful when correcting his parent (יד). If the child believes that the parent would welcome the correction, the child may proceed in a respectful manner. However, if the parent would be embarrassed by the correction, or if the correction does not make a substantive difference, the child may not correct his parent.

c. If a parent has a disagreement with someone, his child may not approach that person (even if the parent is not present) and say that his parent was wrong  (טו). 
d. If a parent is having a disagreement with someone in the presence of his child, the child may not say to that person, “My parent is correct” (יד). 
e. When a child learns Torah with his parent, the child may disagree with his parent regarding the correct interpretation. However, the child may not tell the parent that his interpretation is wrong. Rather, the child may say, “I think that this is the correct explanation.” A child must be careful to speak to his parent with the proper respect.

f. If a parent asks his child’s opinion, the child should respond honestly and respectfully even if the response differs from his parent’s view.

g. A child should not address his parent by his first name. He should not refer to his parent by his first name, even after death (ט). The exception to this rule is when information is needed for identification purposes, in which case the child would add a title (Rabbi, Dr, Mrs, etc.) before the parent’s name. 

h. A child may call another person by the same first name as his parent, even in his parent’s presence, as long as it is a common name like Nosson, Leibel, Chava, Rachel, etc. (טז). 

i. A child should avoid telling his parent upsetting or painful news unless it is important for the parent to know the news, or the parent would be upset if he were not told the news.

j. A child whose parent knows that he is traveling and is concerned about the child’s welfare, should contact his parent upon arrival.

k. Suppose a child needs something to be done by a worker and the parent will also benefit thereby. The child should tell the worker, “Please do it for the benefit of my parent.” For example, suppose the parent lives in the child’s house and the furnace needs repair. The child should say, “Please fix the furnace so that my parent will be comfortable.” This way the child elevates his parent’s honor above his own (יז).

l. If a parent is doing an Aveira unintentionally, the child should not say, “You are doing an Aveira.” Instead, the child should communicate with questions such as, “Doesn’t it say this and that in the Torah?” If the parent does not recognize the “hints,” the child should ask the questions more pointedly, until the parent understands. However, this hinting must be done in a way that avoids any upset to the parent (יח). 
m. A child must be careful not to embarrass his parent even with hinting. When a parent gets older and might do unusual things, or make excessive demands on the child, the child still has the Mitzvah of Kibud Av V’Em (יט).

4. Parental Responsibility

a. A parent should be understanding and not be too demanding with his child. He should not insist that his child give him his due honor if that will cause the child to falter in fulfilling this Mitzvah (כ). However, a parent should not always forgo his due honor. A parent should have a balanced approach, which instills in the child the proper attitude and promotes appropriate behavior towards the parent.

b. A parent may excuse (be Mochel) his child from any requirement related to Kibud Av V’Em applying to that parent (כ). 
c. A parent may not hit a child who may hit the parent back  (כא).

5. After A Parent Dies

       When  a  child  repeats any  thought he heard  from  his  parent within 12  months of his passing, the child should introduce that
       thought  with,  “I heard  this from my parent. May I be an  atonement  for  him (Hareini  Kapparas  Mishkavo).”  After those 12
       months, the introduction is, “I heard this from my parent, Zichrono Levracha (כב).” 
6. Additional Halachos
a. The Halachos in this guide also apply to grandparents, but the Kavod of one’s parent takes precedence over grandparents       (כד ,כג).

b. One should stand for any Jew who is at least 70 years old (כה).  However, if a 70+ year old is sitting and another 70+ Jew appears, he need not get up.  Instead, he should just rise a few inches off the chair, and then sit down (כו). 

c. One should stand for any Talmid Chocham. That is, a person who is distinguished from the general public because of his knowledge in Torah (כז). 
d. One should stand when an individual defined above in Halachos 6b & 6c approaches within seven feet (כח). However, if one is in a room, he stands as soon as the individual enters. He remains standing until either the individual leaves, sits down or remains in a place.

e. The people mentioned in Halacha 6c who should stand, are those of lesser or equal Torah status to the person who just arrived. However, someone greater in Torah need not stand up fully. Instead, he may rise a few inches, and then sit down  (כט).

f. One must stand for anyone who is a Gadol Hador or for anyone who is revered by respected scholars until either he leaves, sits down or remains in a place (ל). 
g. When people walk together, the most important person walks in the middle, the least important on the left, and the other one on the right (לא). Typically, the grandfather walks in the middle with his son on his right and his grandson on his left.

h. One need not stand up for or respect a parent or anyone else mentioned in this guide if he is considered a Rasha (לב).  However, one may not embarrass or degrade such a person.  Consult a Rav regarding who is considered a Rasha. 
Sources:
ב. כנ"ל סע' ג    ג. כנ"ל סע' י"ז    ד. כנ"ל סע' ד    ה. כנ"ל סע' ז    ו. כנ"ל כלל ס"ט סע' ה    ז. כנ"ל כלל ס"ז סע' ב   א. חיי אדם כלל ס"ז סע' א

ח. כנ"ל סע' ט"ז    ט. כנ"ל סע' ח    י. כנ"ל סע' י"א  י"א. עורך השולחן יו"ד ס' ר"מ סע' מ    י"ב. חיי אדם כלל ס"ז סע' כ"ט     י"ג. כנ"ל סע' י"ז

י"ד. כנ"ל סע' ח  ט"ו. ש"ך יו"ד סימן ר"מ ס"ק ב  ט"ז. אגרות משה יו"ד חלק א ס' קל"ג  י"ז. חיי אדם כלל ס"ז סע' ה  י"ח. כנ"ל סע' י                 י"ט. כנ"ל סע' י"ט  כ. כנ"ל סע' כ  כ"א. כנ"ל סע' כ"א  כ"ב. כנ"ל סע' ו  כ"ג. ש"ך שו"ע יו"ד ס' ר"מ ס"ק כ"ג   כ"ד. חיי אדם כלל ס"ז סע' כ"ה כ"ה. כנ"ל כלל ס"ט סע' ב  כ"ו.  כנ"ל סע' ה   כ"ז. כנ"ל סע' א   כ"ח. כנ"ל סע' ז   כ"ט. כנ"ל סע' ד   ל. כנ"ל סע' י  לא. שו"ע יו"ד ס' רמ"ב סע' י"ז

לב. שו"ע יו"ד ר"מ סע' י"ח
Thanks to Rabbi M. Heinemann, Rabbi D. Heber, Rabbi M. Leiber, Rabbi M. Levy, Rabbi M. Solomon, Rabbi E. Wolf, 

Mr. C. Harris, Mr. Y. Kaner, Mr. M. Schachter, Mrs. S. Schachter.

Special thanks to Dr. Bert Miller for his invaluable assistance in the preparation of this guide.

© 2001 – 5A Nachman Schachter (410) 358-2268, Fax (410) 764-1012. May be reprinted only with permission.
